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active and radical. The ancient Orient was
centred in the past, while the centre of gravity
of the Occident lies, as Mr. Benjamin Kidd
points out, iu the future, in evolutionary pro-
gress, in continual development. Throughout
the Orient the golden age lias ever been in the
past, its life has been conserved by ancestor
worship, it has been ruled by the dead rather
than by the living, and a heavy penalty has been
fixed upon individual variation, initiative and
invention.

If we pass from the contrast between East
and West in their social structure and mental
characteristics to the difference in religious
attitude, we find that in the East the educated
classes are pantheistic in their tendency of
thought, and the uneducated masses are poly-
theistic in belief and practice, while in the Went
all are monotheistic. The East has also a
tendency to a fatalistic and often pessimistic
view of the world ; the West, a prevailingly
optimistic one. The Oriental systems of religion
tend to be repressive of emotion, of independent
thought, and of individuality, where the Occi-
dental ones are expressive, with the demand for
full self-development. The religious attitude of
the Orient has been prevailingly static, where
that of the Occident has been dynamic and
progressive.